
2019 Love First Resources, LLC YEAR 2 

Theme: The Christmas Story  

Note: If you used The Love First Collection last 

year, you will notice that this year’s lesson is very 

similar to last year’s. For this age group, we do that 

on purpose, as the book, the story, and the 

discussion is worth doing again. 

Introduction: The Christmas story is such a well 

known story that it’s a lot of fun for children and 

teachers to revisit. Because it’s so familiar, it’s a 

great time to think about the story from different 

perspectives and trying to imagine how some of 

the other characters were feeling and what they 

might have been thinking. [For youngest children 

and those new to church, you might spend more 

time talking about the story and digging into the 

details later in Advent.] 

CIRCLE TIME  

Bell and Opening Prayer (For additional 

information and tips on this portion of the class, 

please see Love First: A Children’s Ministry for the 

Whole Church, pages 34-39.) 

Prayer: Before starting the bell and prayer, 

encourage children to add their loved ones to 

the prayer board/list. Be sure to add those on to 

the list to your prayer.  

Book: The Nativity by Julie Vivas  

The Nativity is an excellent book for children of all 

ages. It uses actual scripture, but yet sounds 

familiar to children. The illustrations are relatable 

and unlike any other visual representation of the 

Christmas story.  

Discussion (For additional information and tips on 

this portion of the class, please see Love First: A 

Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church, pages 34

-38.) 

Before reading, inform the children that the words 

in this book are the same words from the Bible and 

that we’re taking this reading nice and slow so we 

can understand what is happening in the story.  

While reading, draw attention to the angel arriving 

and ask children how they would feel if – for 

example – they were playing in the backyard and a 

large angel came down from the sky and started 

talking to them, and how they would feel if the 

angel were sharing overwhelming news. (This can 

be a very funny scenario to imagine!) Some 

children might share that they would feel afraid – 

draw similarities between how they would feel and 

how Mary felt (which is why the angel had to say 

‘fear not.’)  
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Also, draw attention to the kings who arrive to see 

Jesus. Ask children what it would be like if kings (or 

rich, famous people) were to visit a poor baby who 

had just been born. Let them know that that was 

unusual back then, but it’s an indication of how 

special Jesus was and how much of a miracle it was.  

This is a good time to ask children if they have any 

questions about the Christmas story (we assume 

there is at least some confusion). By now children 

should know that asking questions and not knowing is 

welcomed in Sunday school, and that stories from the 

Bible can generate questions and rich discussion.  

Project/Activity: (For additional information and tips 

on this portion of the class, please see Love First: A 

Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church, pages 39-

40. For projects and activities that better fit your 

community, find other ideas at www.pinterest.com/

lovefirstproject) 

Activity: The Nativity Scene 

There are endless options for creating a nativity scene 

with children this age. Finding the right activity 

depend so much on the size and ability of your group, 

how many adults are involved, and how much time 

you have. What we aim for in this activity is to 

recreate a nativity scene as a tool for discussion about 

Jesus’ birth and the many people who appear in the 

story.  

Activities to consider: Legos, peg dolls, popsicle stick, 

etc.  

Find the right project for your group on Pinterest — 

there is something for everyone!  

Closing: Remind children that we are in the season of 

advent, the journey to Christmas and Jesus’ birth. And 

that during this time, we  

Sacred Space TLC (For additional information and tips 

on this portion of the class, please see Love First: A 

Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church, pages 40-

41.) 
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2019 Love First Resources, LLC YEAR 2 

Theme: Fear not!  

Introduction: The Christmas story is not often used 

to talk about fear, but we like to draw attention to 

how Mary was feeling  during her encounters with 

angels in the nativity story. For Bible stories to 

come alive for children, it’s important to identify 

with characters in the stories, or to draw attention 

to similarities—or differences, and we like that 

Mary offers ways to connect to children in real and 

meaningful ways. 

CIRCLE TIME  

Bell and Opening Prayer (For additional 

information and tips on this portion of the class, 

please see Love First: A Children’s Ministry for the 

Whole Church, pages 34-39.) 

Prayer: Before starting the bell and prayer, 

encourage children to add their loved ones to 

the prayer board/list. Be sure to add those on to 

the list to your prayer.  

Discussion (For additional information and tips on 

this portion of the class, please see Love First: A 

Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church, pages 34

-38.) 

Book: The Nativity by Julie Vivas  

Revisit The Nativity from last week. It’s such a short 

book that you might want to read it through again. 

Because it’s written in scripture, it can take 

children a few times to understand what the words 

mean. When the angel appears to Mary, pause for 

discussion.  

 What is the angel doing/saying? 

 How is Mary reacting? 

 How is Mary feeling? (Hint: What does the 

Angel say to her? “Fear not!” so we can 

imagine that she looked and possibly felt 

afraid.) 

 When Mary looked afraid, did the angel 

make her feel less afraid? What do you 

think the angel is saying to Mary? (Maybe 

he’s explaining things to her? Giving her 

more information?) 

 Raise your hand if you’ve ever been afraid? 

What does that feel like inside? What does 

fear make you do sometimes? 

 When we feel afraid, what makes us feel 

better? Is it someone, or something?  

Make sure children get enough time to share. 

Encourage the rest of the class to listen and pay 

attention, and invite them to ask questions of their 

classmates about how they handle fear. This is a 

great opportunity for teachers to share, too, about 

when they are afraid. What do you do? What 
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makes you feel better? 

Circle back to the story of Mary, and how the angel 

was able to make her feel less afraid.  

Show children a completed angel craft. Tell children 

that we are going to make angels, and that these 

angels are reminders that being afraid is something 

that happens to everyone, and that there are things 

we can do to feel less afraid. Insert examples that 

children gave during the discussion.  

Project/Activity: (For additional information and tips 

on this portion of the class, please see Love First: A 

Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church, pages 39-

40. For projects and activities that better fit your 

community, find other ideas at www.pinterest.com/

lovefirstproject) 

Activity: Angel craft 

There are so potions for doing angel crafts. While 

there are others on Pinterest that result in nicer 

looking angels, we’ve found that children love glitter. 

And glitter is so much fun on an angel! If you draw 

lines on paper plates, children can but along the lines 

to make the wings. For especially industrious children, 

they can make more to decorate the classroom.  

Materials:  

 Paper plates 

 Glitter 

 Scissors  

 Completed example  

Closing: Say a prayer and thank God for being with us 

during times of fear and uncertainty, and for the 

angels that she sends to comfort us.   

Sacred Space TLC (For additional information and tips 

on this portion of the class, please see Love First: A 

Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church, pages 40-

41.) 
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2019 Love First Resources, LLC YEAR 2 

Theme: Gifts for Jesus  

Introduction: If you used our lesson plans last year, 

you know that we like to remind children that 

Christmas is Jesus’ birthday, and that gifts for Jesus 

can be acts of love — and presents for Jesus are 

totally appropriate! Find someone who needs love 

this holiday season and have children tend to them 

in some way as a gift for Jesus. If it’s something 

tangible, hold onto it until Jesus’ birthday party 

next week.  

CIRCLE TIME  

Bell and Opening Prayer (For additional 

information and tips on this portion of the class, 

please see Love First: A Children’s Ministry for the 

Whole Church, pages 34-39.) 

Prayer: Before starting the bell and prayer, 

encourage children to add their loved ones to 

the prayer board/list. Be sure to add those on to 

the list to your prayer.  

Discussion (For additional information and tips on 

this portion of the class, please see Love First: A 

Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church, pages 34

-38.) 

Invite children into a discussion about Jesus. Since 

his birthday is coming up, it’s a good time to learn 

more about him, what was important to him, and 

what he might like for his birthday.  

 What do you know about Jesus? Who was 

in his family?  

 Does anyone know what he talked a lot 

about? (LOVE!) 

 Jesus talked a lot about love, but not just 

any kind of love for any kind of person. 

Does anyone know who Jesus calls us to 

love, most of all? (Those who don’t feel 

loved, those who feel excluded or need our 

love most.)  

 So that’s good news! Not only does Jesus 

want us to show love to family and friends, 

but to other people who might not expect 

to be loved by us! 

Invite children to  think about how that might feel 

(for them, and for those who will receive their 

love). And since it’s Jesus’ birthday, what do they 

think Jesus might like for his birthday? What might 

make Jesus really, really happy? 

Introduce an activity of taking care of others in 

need. Choose an activity or project that is 

especially meaningful to your parish. Gifts for 

parishioners who will not be able to come to 

church on Christmas Eve/morning is a great 

birthday present for Jesus!  

Project/Activity: (For additional information and 

tips on this portion of the class, please see Love 

First: A Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church, 

pages 39-40. For projects and activities that better 

fit your community, find other ideas at 

www.pinterest.com/lovefirstproject) 
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Activity: Crafts for Shut-in Parishioners (Gifts for 

Jesus) 

If you want to use the suggestion above, you will need 

popsicle sticks (paint ahead of time or purchase 

colored sticks), buttons, glue, and a string for hanging. 

Try this in advance so you can help the group 

complete the activity confidently. Examples on hand 

are always helpful!   

Additional Materials:  

 Gift bags or gift wrap paper 

Regardless of the activity you want to do, we like to 

wrap our gifts in preparation for our birthday party 

next week. Just like children would bring a present to 

a friend’s birthday party, we like to bring presents to 

Jesus’!  

Closing: Children can place their presents for Jesus in 

a safe spot in preparation for the birthday party next 

week.   

Sacred Space TLC (For additional information and tips 

on this portion of the class, please see Love First: A 

Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church, pages 40-

41.) 
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Theme: Birthday party for Jesus  

Introduction: Children this age love to celebrate 

birthdays, and we don’t want to miss an 

opportunity to let them celebrate this very 

important birthday with their church school 

community. This is meant to be fun (of course!) 

and other members of the parish can be invited to 

attend, or offer games/crafts to do at the party. 

Alternatively, it can be done at the fellowship/

coffee hour, too, and children can spend the 

church school hour preparing for the party. It’s also 

a great Sunday to invite friends, so spread the 

word ahead of time! 

Party Preparations 

This class is dedicated to celebrating Jesus’ 

birthday. Depending on your space, budget, 

allotted time, and group, plan a party that will be 

fun for everyone involved. Because we really want 

it to feel like a birthday party (the obvious 

difference is that the birthday boy won’t be in 

attendance!) , we like to do all the fixings of a 

typical birthday party: party game, decorations, 

cake, etc. We even like to think about party favors 

of some sort. This is a great class for inviting other 

volunteers to prepare party favors or decorate the 

space during the week . 

Leave time to clean up afterwards! 

Sacred Space TLC (For additional information and 

tips on this portion of the class, please see Love 

First: A Children’s Ministry for the Whole Church, 

pages 40-41.) 
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